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What is the IPS?

Björn Hånell



London 1950

The Fourth World Power Conference

a peat contact group was formed

òto promote the exchange of information on 

all aspects of peat research and developmentò



1st International Peat Congress

Ireland 1954

International Executive Committee



2nd International Peat Congress

Leningrad 1963



the International Executive Committee 

met to consider the formation of 

an International Peat Society

1965



Quebec City 1968

3rd International Peat Congress

and, in addition:

the International Peat Society

was established!



The IPS is dedicated to fostering the 
advancement, exchange and communication 
of scientific, technical and social knowledge 
and understanding
for the wise use of peatlands and peat

Mission:



Peatlands are managed for the benefit 
of mankind, now and in the future

Vision:



Canada Czech Republic Estonia Finland France

GermanyHungary Indonesia
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the United Kingdom the USA 
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What is the IPS doing??

Working hard!!

in 9 Commissions



Commission I ïSurvey, Stratigraphy, Classification 

and Conservation of peatlands

30/11/2010 Jyväskylä, Finland 11



Commission II - Industrial Utilisation of Peat and 

Peatlands, for Energy, Horticulture, 

Environmental Protection and 

other Purposes

30/11/2010 Jyväskylä, Finland 12



Commission III - Utilisation of Peat and Peatlands 

in Agriculture

13



30/11/2010 Jyväskylä, Finland 14

Commission IV - Chemical, Physical and Biological 

Characteristics of Peat


